WWOA 

Southern Section Board Meeting

April 7, 2009

St. Mary’s Landing

In attendance: Kristy McAndrew, Morgan ODell, Joe Whittaker, Pat Anderson, Bill Shreve Jr., Karl Ott

The meeting was called to order at 11:36 a.m.

Treasurer’s Report:

Per Karl we have a balance of $1,647.35

Trustee Reports:

Calvert County – No report  

Charles County – All indications show that Charles County Government will go to a 4 day work week starting July 1, 2009.  Employees will work 4, 9-hour days for a total of 36 hours a week.  Most of the County will be open Monday – Thursday, however the Department of Utilities will stagger its crews so that; operations will continue to have staff working all seven days of the week, and maintenance will work some crews Monday – Thursday, and the others Tuesday – Friday.

The Department of Utilities started purchasing water from WSSC in March 2009.  The County Commissioners were initially seeking state legislation that would charge all county property owners a fee to subsidize the purchase.  They were hoping to be able to charge and additional $19 to the current $68 environmental fee.  The Charles County delegation, in Annapolis, unanimously rejected this proposal.  Charles county officials have now proposed new, higher rates for county utility users, including a hike in water costs to pay for the recent purchase of WSSC water.  In order to pay for the water being used in current fiscal 2009 and upcoming fiscal 2010, the county has proposed raising the price of 1,000 gallons of water by 12 percent.  County budget officials have requested that the commissioners raise the fiscal 2010 rate, which would begin July1, from $4.95 for 1,000 gallons of water to $5.25.  They requested a sewer rate hike from $2.65 per 1,000 gallons to $3.26.  Budget Director David Eicholtz calculated that customers would see their bills rise by $8.80 per quarter or $36 each year.  These figures would reduce slightly if the County does in deed go to a 4-day work week.

This winter has been busy for the Department of Utilities, Lines Maintenance Staff having already repaired close to 40 water main breaks.

The Department of Utilities issued its first newsletter in February.  Karl Ott has agreed to edit the newsletter, which is aimed at improving communication throughout the organization.

Mattawoman WWTP recently completed 1 year with no violations of their NPDES permit.

There is currently one job opening in Charles County Government; Planning Director.  Further information about job openings can be found at www.charlescounty.org
St. Mary’s County -     Marlay Taylor Water Reclamation Facility just received a 3.4 million dollar economic stimulus package to rebuild the closed air digester lids.  The updated lids will be used in a Co-generation process, which will use methane gas to create electricity not only for the plant but also for the grid in the area.

Open positions at metcom are Radio Tech/SCADA

Jacki Meiser is now the Director as of March 2, 2009

Steve King retired on March 1, 2009

Before legislation for County to take over Metcom

Director’s Report:

Joe showed some concern regarding getting more members into the section.  He would like to see more people get involved in membership and classes.

Joe will contact Sharita regarding the education committee.  

Joe will contact Michelle regarding the Calvert County Representative.

Morgan contributed the following information for the Director's Report:

Lewis Schmidt will remain president for as long as he physically can, at this point vice president Duane McCoy will take over.  With the recent passing of President Lewis Schmidt this is now in affect.

Mike Emery (Mainbody Treasurer) With membership turned in at around $6500.00 brings the account balance up to over $30,000.00.  All committees and section's are to submit budget proposal's as soon as possible.

Section reports – Central section will be hosting spring regional in April or possibly early May date will be set as soon as possible this will also include short course scholarship registration.  Southern section presented new board as of election meeting held in January, also that the election meeting was a success with 40 renewed members attending.  No report form western section.  All sections advised to have web site updated on main web page.  No trustee reports given.

Committee Reports – Awards – Contracted A. Rocco to add nomination forms to web site.  Contracted F. Johnson to add nomination forms to the next echo letter.  Contacted Kim to send out nomination forms to all members.  Two awards where given to recipients that needed correction from last year's conference.

By-Laws/Education – Unanimous vote on the eight scholarships awarded to the short course will come from the education fun from previous year's interest portion only if there was not enough interest made the remaining balance will come from general account, also one $500.00 scholarship will be awarded to qualifying applicant, deadline for applying each year is January 15th, no applications where received this year.  The education committee needs a Southern Section Science Fair representative as soon as possible.

Joint-Conference – Rose Cline-Lowe has resigned.  Russ Sharpe reported that changes possibly will be made to 2009 joint conference due to economic stress details are not clear, at this time the committee is still working it out.

Short Course – As same with joint conference, short course is also having to cut back due to economic stress, there will not be any books, book bags or as many free bees to be handed out, also this year Sunday feast will be scaled back to possibly a cook out instead of the usual roast and shrimp meal.

Pig Roast: 

Michelle has contacted the Director for Gilbert Run park with the requested dates of the pig roast.  She has been in contact with several vendors regarding contributions.

Science Fair:

We have not received any winner information from Calvert County, or Charles County at this time.  We missed the St. Mary's county fair this year and all voted to address the Science Fair's earlier in the year next year.  Checks will be issued when names are provided.  

May Training Session:

Tentative date is May 20th.  Possible locations for training include Charlotte Hall Library or Lexington Park Library.  Joe will contact George @ the ranch club to see if we could have training there.  Suggestion for training included PLC Part 2.  Joe will contact Metcalf & Eddy regarding training for a wastewater class, and also contact Adcock for the PLC training.  Kristy will check on the TRE status from the original PLC class. 

Morgan will contact the libraries and Bill will contact some catering companies.

New Members Package:  

The board voted unanimously to accept the new members pack with additions as needed.  Kristy will draft a policy to be submitted to the board on the distribution of the members package.  

New Business:

Karl suggested a WWOA night at the Blue Crabs Stadium.  He will report back to the board with tentative dates in June as well as pricing.

Karl and Morgan have been to the bank and had Karl's name added to the account as Treasurer.  

If you are unable to attend the meeting or if a meeting date changes, please contact board members as soon as possible. 

Kristy will be on vacation and will not be attending the May meeting.

Board members will supply Kristy with information for the meeting agenda prior to the meeting.  

Each board member is encouraged to please read the previous meeting minutes and be prepared to discuss at the next meeting.  Also, if you are assigned a task, please make another board member(s) aware if you are unable to fulfill your commitment to that task.

Each board member is reminded to please review your contact information on the webpage to ensure that it is accurate.

Kristy reminded everyone that the nomination forms for the conference have been mailed and to please take the time to nominate someone.

The conference dates for this year will be September 2-4, 2009.  

Raffle:

The board voted unanimously to have the Christmas and summer raffle.  Tickets will be $5.00 each.  Kristy and Karl will purchase and print the tickets.

Adjourned:

Meeting was adjourned at 1:28 p.m.

