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CWEA Annual Business Meeting Minutes
Date:

August 30, 2007, 7:30 AM to 9:00 AM
Location: 
Clarion Fontainebleau Hotel, Ocean City, MD, during WWOA-SWEA Joint Conference
DRAFT COPY FOR REVIEW

A.
Call to Order
· The meeting started at 7:30 AM on August 30, 2007.

B.
Introduction of Head table
· Bharat Desai introduced the head table, consisting of CWEA Officers and guests: Mohammed Dahab, WEF President and Bill Berterra, WEF Executive Director.


C. Vote on New Articles of Incorporation
· Al Will explained the requirements for new articles of Incorporation, which allow for changing CWEA’s tax designation 501.c.3. Al commented that revised CWEA bylaws would be sent to CWEA members for a vote in the near future.
· A motion was made and seconded to approve the new CWEA Articles of Incorporation. The motion was approved by unanimous voice vote.

D. Awards Presentation
· On behalf of the CWEA Collection Systems Committee, Carlos Espinosa presented Golden Manhole Awards to Dick Eubank and Kraig Moodie.
E.
Treasurer’s Report – Bob Wimmer
· The following status of CWEA financial accounts:
· Cheching $36,284

· Savings $46,987

· Kappe Fund $20,783
F.
WEF Delegates’ Report – Sharon Cole
· Sharon reported that the 2007 WEFMAX meeting for this region was sponsored by CWEA and held in Annapolis. Associations from 12 states and Canada were represented.

· The 2009 Boy Scouts Jamboree will be held in Virginia, and CWEA will participate in water related issues.
G. Vice President’s Report – Aaron Nelson
· The Second Annual Ed Norton Open Golf Tournament was a great success. All profits from this event were donated to Water for People.

· The 2008 annual conference will be a Tri-Conference, sponsored by WWOA, CWEA and CSAWWA. The conference will be held on August 26-29, 2008 at the Ocean City Convention Center.

H.
President’s Report – Bharat Desai
· Bharat thanked Karl Ott, Russ Sharpe, and the other members of the Conference Committee for their work in making the Joint Conference a success.
· Bharat gave thanks to the other CWEA Officers, Committee Chairs, Committee Vice Chairs and committee members for all their hard work during the last years.

· Bharat identified some of the accomplishments and ongoing activities of CWEA over the last year.

· CWEA and WEF co-sponsored a nutrient removal conference in Baltimore earlier in 2007.

· CWEA is continuing with an initiative to document business practices

· CWEA is continuing to investigate outsourcing of publication of the Ecoletter newsletter. 

· Memoranda of Understanding have been signed with FWQA, WWOA and CSAWWA for collaboration in activities.

· A CWEA member directory is being completed and will be mailed to CWEA members in September.

· We initiated an E-newsletter, which is being distributed monthly by e-mail.

· Bharat gave a special thanks to Russ Sharpe for his efforts in helping to keep the organization going.

· Bharat thanked Al Will for his work on the new Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws, Bob Wimmer for his work on the Ecoletter, Ray Schulte for his work as Secretary, Pete Thomson for putting together the member directory publication, and Anthony Rocco for his work in taking over as the webmaster for the WWOA-CWEA web site.
I. Comments from Mohammed Dahab, WEF President

· The WEF Board of Trustees have approved a $23 million budget for the upcoming fiscal year.
· WEFTEC is the largest source of income to WEF. WEF is looking at a record attendance and record number of exhibitors for WEFTEC 2008 in San Diego, in October. 1550 abstracts and workshop proposals were submitted for WEFTEC 2008.

· There will be a new WEF Journal, Water Practice, which will feature peer-reviewed articles, and will be available on-line.

· WEF has acquired World Water and Environmental Engineering, which is published in London.

· The WEF publication Water Environment Research is very successful.

· World Water Monitoring Day is upcoming, and will involve students in water monitoring.

· The Water is Life initiative, stressing infrastructure upgrades, is progressing well.

· WEF continues to work with other organizations in the water industry. Various organizations are moving in different directions. WEF has an initiative, One Voice for Water, to unite the water industry.
· Mohammed mentioned the WEF Young Professionals activities, and thanked Bob Wimmer for his work on the WEF Students and Young Professionals Committee. The average age of WEF members is now around age 55. WEF needs to engage younger members.

· Sharon Cole presented a gift to Dr. Dahab and thanked him on behalf of CWEA for participated in the WWOA-CWEA Joint Conference.

J. Nominations Committee Report – Al Will

· The Nominations Committee recommends the following slate of new CWEA officers for FY 2008:

· Karl Ott – President, by automatic advancement

· Aaron Nelson – Vice-President, by automatic advancement

· Bharate Desai – Past President, by automatic advancement

· Hiram Tanner – Vice President

· Ray Schulte – WEF Delegate, starting October 13, 2007, during WEFTEC, through 2010
· Salil Kharkar – D.C. Trustee

· Tim Wolfe – Secretary

· Bob Wimmer – Treasurer, continuing.
· The following officers are serving multi-year terms, and will continue in office during FY 2008:
· Angie Essner – Maryland Trustee, through 2009

· Craig Murray – Delaware trustee through 2008.

· Steve Lewis – PWO MA Representative, through 2008

· Sharon Cole, WEF Delegate through 2008

· Russ Sharpe – WEF Delegate, through October 13, 2008.
K.
Election of New Officers for FY 2008

· Bharat called for nominations for new officers from the floor. There were none.
· A motion was made and seconded to approve the slate of officers recommended by the Nominations Committee for new CWEA Officers for FY2008. The motion was seconded and approved by unanimous vote.
L.
Passing of the Gavel – Bharat Desai
· Bharat passed the gavel to incoming CWEA President Karl Ott.

M.
Past President’s Plaque – Karl Ott
· Karl presented a plaque to outgoing CWEA President Bharat Desai, in recognition of his service to CWEA.
N.
Conference Announcements – Karl Ott

· So far the Conference has been very successful. There are 296 persons registered for the Conference and there are 79 exhibitors.
O. Adjourn

· The meeting adjourned at 9:00 AM.

Minutes prepared by: __________________________




Ray Schulte, Secretary
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